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SATURDAY SPEAKER SERIES:
STOMP AND SHOUT: THE UNTOLD STORY

OF NORTHWEST ROCK & ROLL

On September 13th, the Society kicks off our 2025 Fall Saturday 
Speaker Series with Humanities Washington speaker Peter Blecha, 
author of Stomp and Shout: R&B and the Origins of Northwest Rock 
and Roll. See page 5 for details. 

Northwest Rock & Roll’s legacy includes grunge icons like Nirvana 
and Pearl Jam, metal pioneers such as Queensrÿche and Heart, and 
earlier garage rock legends like The Kingsmen and The Sonics, who 
popularized “Louie, Louie.” But that’s only part of the story. In this talk, 
the author explores the overlooked bands and scenes that shaped the 
region’s music—linking Ray Charles, Quincy Jones, and Jimi Hendrix 
to the R&B–infused roots of the “Original Northwest Sound.” Blecha is 
director of the Northwest Music Archives, founding curator at MoPop, 
and longtime staff historian at HistoryLink.org.

For an interview with the author, see our blog post.

The Bumps Blackwell Junior Band, Seattle, 1949. Courtesy Charles W. Taylor Jr. family archives

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/blog
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Compass Realtors Partner with RHS
to Assist with Fundraising
Compass Real Estate Brokers, Cynthia Olsen and Mary 
Sullivan, have formed a unique partnership with Redmond 
Historical Society in an effort to help with fundraising for the 
Society. Cynthia and Mary will donate 10% of their earned 
commissions to support the Society when members use 
or refer business that results in a closed transaction. This 
partnership was formed as a way to give back to organizations 
that support our communities. Choose real estate brokers 
who go above and beyond to help with every detail of the 
buying and selling process, and support the Society! Cynthia 
and Mary will help you plan, organize, donate, and more—
they do it all! Please be sure to say hello to Cynthia and Mary 
at our next meeting! For more info, contact Cynthia.Olsen@
Compass.com, 425 877-9904, or Mary.Sullivan@Compass.
com, 425 449-2841.
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The Redmond Recorder is published 
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RHS speaker programs, community 
events, and other announcements via 
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SOCIETY SHOWCASES 
WARLI-INSPIRED ART

For generations, the river trestle 
has served as a nexus for two vital 
transportation systems that shaped 
Redmond’s development. The Society 
has commissioned local artist Devika 
Kapoor to interpret the stories of the 
river and the railroad by blending 
traditional Warli art with Redmond 
iconography. 

Join the Redmond Historical Society on Thursday, September 18, from 
4:00–7:00 PM for the Downtown Redmond Art Walk. Meet the artist, 
and explore pieces from the Society’s collection, such as works by Doris 
Colvin and Russ Goetschius.

River Trestle: Life along the Sammamish by Devika Kapoor

mailto:Cynthia.Olsen@Compass.com
mailto:Cynthia.Olsen@Compass.com
mailto:Mary.Sullivan@Compass.com
mailto:Mary.Sullivan@Compass.com
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VOLUNTEER CORNER

597 VOLUNTEER HOURS, MAY–JULY!
By Jo Ann Potter

Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. 
You vote in elections once a year,
but when you volunteer, you vote every day
about the kind of community you want to live in.
 
– Dr Syed Muhammad Zeeshan Hussain Almashhadi

We had a busy summer! 
The Society office was 
filled with projects and 
volunteers. 

SOCIETY NEWS

YOUNG HISTORIANS EXPLORE REDMOND’S PAST
By Laura Lee Bennett

In June, RHS hosted a field trip 
for third-graders from Sunrise 
Elementary in the Northshore 
School District. Accompanied by 
teachers and parent chaperones, 
three classes of very curious 
nine-year-olds took a tour of the 
Society’s office and museum, 
visited local historical sites on 
a scavenger hunt, and visited 
Adair House at Anderson Park, 
where volunteers were on hand 
to lead them in an “ekphrastic” 
poetry activity—writing answers 
to a series of questions about a 
historical photo, which in turn 
became a poem. They also 
learned how to make an old-
fashioned toy called “ball in 
cup.”

The scavenger hunt led students 
to local landmarks and buildings, 
with a history of their origins and 
what businesses occupy these 
buildings today: Bill Brown’s 
Saloon/The Matador, Redmond 
State Bank/Molly Moon’s, Hotel 
Redmond, and the United 
Methodist Church. 

“The kids were excited,” noted 
Stephanie Holmes, teacher and 
parent volunteer at Sunrise, who 
worked with RHS to organize the 
event. “They were able to judge 
what buildings were old and which 
ones were new. We looked at the 
architecture and the bricks.”

Many thanks to Jo Ann Potter, 
Joe Townsend, Elly Parran, and 
Alex Roelofs, who acted as RHS 
hosts. Kudos to Halee Turner, 
Administrative and Collections 
Manager, who coordinated 
schedules and designed the 
program. 

Writing “ekphrastic” poems.
Photo: Stephanie Holmes

Boat Race 
By Jadon Lee, Age 9 

A loud, thundering roar, and 
the whispering of the wind

A warm, soft weather,
like a puffy cloud

Green, brown, pink,
things blossoming

A fast, sleek boat, and
A quiet background

The raging speed boats
finished the race, drawing 
cheering fans

A quiet, serene morning,
still as a pond

Sammamish Slough Races, c. 1960. 
Photo: RHS Archives

https://scavenger-hunt.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/post/redmond-history-1981-1990
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IN MEMORIAM

FREDERICK M. STRAY: 1936–2025
By Deanna Leingang

Fred Stray passed away on June 16, 2025, in 
Kirkland, Washington, following a long and 
courageous battle with vascular dementia. He was 
just ten days shy of his 89th birthday.

Born in Seattle and raised on a farm in Redmond, 
Fred graduated from Lake Washington High 
School in 1954 and served in the U.S. Army in 
Alaska, where he discovered a love for skiing. 
After returning home, he worked at Boeing briefly 
and then began a successful lifelong career in 
sales, eventually founding Eastside Ice Company 
and later Eastside Ice Machines. Fred didn’t just 
sell machines—he built lasting relationships based 
on honesty, service, and support.

In 1963, he met the love of his life, Frances (Barker), 
on a ski trip at Mount Baker. They married the same 
year and made Kirkland their home, raising two 
children, Deanna and Eric.

In 1972, Fred and Fran began running Ski King, 
Inc., growing it into one of the largest contract ski 
schools at Stevens Pass. Fred mentored generations 
of instructors and created a ski family whose bonds 
endure to this day.

While running three businesses—selling ice 
machines, directing a ski school, and delivering 
party ice—Fred never missed the moments that 
mattered most. He showed up for every soccer 
game, school event, and milestone, making sure 
his family always knew they were his greatest 
priority.

Fred is survived by his wife, Fran; daughter, 
Deanna (Leingang); son, Eric; grandsons Marcus 
(Madeleine), Nilserik (Tiffany) and Devin; two 
great-grandsons; sister, Anne (Wil) Salmi; sister-
in-law, Sunday Stray; and many beloved nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
brothers Thorvald, Arne, and Trygve.

Fred’s unwavering integrity, tireless work ethic, 
and remarkable ability to help others believe in 
themselves touched countless lives. Whether he was 
mentoring a young ski instructor, guiding a customer 
through a business decision, or offering a listening 
ear, he had a quiet way of making people feel seen, 
capable, and supported. His legacy will live on in the 
hearts of all who knew him.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date. 

Editor’s Note: Fred and Fran have been active 
longtime members of the Society, and Fred was a 
Lifetime Member. If you attended one of our annual 
picnics at Perrigo Park, you may have enjoyed 
delicious treats from the Stray’s ice cream machine.
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EVENTS CALENDAR - FALL 2025

LOVE HISTORY? ENJOY THESE SOCIETY EVENTS! 
All events are free unless otherwise posted. Saturday Speaker Series is free to RHS members, suggested do-
nation $5 for non-members. No registration required. Note: Recordings of the Saturday Speaker Series 
will be available on the RHS YouTube channel, following in-person programs, when permitted by speakers. 
More info: www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org

SATURDAY SPEAKER SERIES
September 13 | Stomp and Shout: The Untold Story of Northwest Rock & Roll |    
Peter Blecha, Author and Historian
10:30 AM, Old Redmond Schoolhouse, 16600 NE 80th Street, Redmond, WA 98052. 
Northwest rock history goes beyond grunge icons like Nirvana and Pearl Jam. Explore the lesser-
known bands that shaped the “Original Northwest Sound,” tracing its roots through garage rock 
legends, early R&B pioneers, and forgotten scenes that paved the way for a musical revolution.

October 11 | The Flora of Seattle in 1850 | Ray Larson, Associate Director and Curator, 
UW Botanic Gardens
10:30 AM, Old Redmond Schoolhouse, 16600 NE 80th Street, Redmond, WA 98052. 
Before Euro-American settlement, Seattle’s landscape was shaped by native plants and natural 
scenery. Drawing from herbarium specimens, settler accounts, survey maps, and photographs, this 
talk explores the area’s original environment prior to its transformation.

November 8 | The Northwest Passage–The Challenge, the Suffering, the Discovery | 
Dr. Ed Sobey, Oceanographer and Author
10:30 AM, Old Redmond Schoolhouse, 16600 NE 80th Street, Redmond, WA 98052.
This presentation explores the quest for the Northwest Passage—from Magellan’s era to 
sailors braving Arctic ice—culminating with modern explorers navigating new routes and 
examining the fast-changing Arctic environment’s impact on global passage.

October 15 | History on Screen: The King of Kong | Steve Wiebe, Special Guest
5:00 PM, Redmond Library, 15500 NE 85th Street, Redmond, WA 98052.
The King of Kong: A Fistful of Quarters follows a rivalry between Donkey Kong players Steve 
Wiebe and Billy Mitchell, offering an inside look at the world of competitive gaming. In 1982, 
Billy Mitchell set the first widely recognized Donkey Kong world record. Years later, Steve 
Wiebe of Redmond purchased a Donkey Kong cabinet in hopes of achieving a world record 
of his own, using his mathematical knowledge to exploit patterns in the game. Stick around 
after the show for a Q&A with special guest Steve Wiebe! Rating: PG-13

EVENING SPEAKER SERIES – FILM SCREENING

September 18 | Through an Artist’s Eye | Featuring Devika Kapoor
4:00-7:00 PM, Old Redmond Schoolhouse, 16600 NE 80th Street, Redmond, WA 98052.
Explore Redmond’s history through art! Visit the Redmond Historical Society office and museum to 
see pieces from the Society’s collections, as well as a new piece by local artist and teacher Devika 
Kapoor. Her work will be displayed with artists and teachers from Redmond’s past, Doris Colvin and 
Russ Goetschius—offering an opportunity to view Redmond “through an artist’s eye.” 

DOWNTOWN REDMOND ART WALK

https://www.youtube.com/@redmondhistoricalsociety 
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/rhs-events
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PRESIDENT’S NOTEBOOK

REDMOND TRANSPORTATION – 
FROM FOOT PATHS TO LIGHT RAIL 

By John Oftebro

Before the early settlers arrived, 
the First Peoples here traveled 
on foot, on horseback, and by 
canoe. Their foot paths, trails, 
and methods of travel laid the 
pathways for future development. 
In fact, Redmond’s trails, streets, 
and light rail follow their routes in 
the present day.

Luke McRedmond brought his 
family up the Squak River. By 
1884, the Squak steam scow was 
the first riverboat to make regular 
runs along the Sammamish River. 
In 1888, the Seattle, Lake Shore 
and Eastern Railway began rail 
service, and lumber and cattle 
could now be shipped to market. 
Redmond was booming!

While horse-drawn wagons 
and carriages provided ways to 
get from farm to town (see our 
carriage display at Juel Park), it 
took hours to get from Carnation 
to Redmond and the train depot. 
But soon automobiles arrived, 
and in 1911, they replaced 
horse-drawn stages. In 1901, the 
Mattson Road was paved, and 
became the Red Brick Road in 
1913. 

In 1920, the first gas station 

arrived in Redmond, and in 1921, 
Redmond’s first three school 
buses were built by teachers and 
students. In 1929, The Eastlake 
Parkway dirt road was paved, 
which made the 12-mile trip to 
Issaquah much smoother. For 
safety reasons, Redmond’s first 
stop sign went up in 1932. 

One of Redmond’s first gas stations, c. 1920. 
Photo: Barbara Johnson, whose husband owned it from 1945–1963.

The year 1940 ushered in more 
Eastside traffic, as the Mercer 
Island I-90 (US 10 then) was 
completed. Redmond’s mayor 
of 30 years, Bill Brown, not only 
owned a stage company, he was 
also a roadbuilder. He coined 
the motto, “All Roads Lead to 
Redmond”! He completed the 
West Lake Sammamish Parkway 
and developed in 1927.

https://www.historylink.org/File/10179
https://www.historylink.org/File/2363
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PRESIDENT’S NOTEBOOK CONTINUED

In 1950, the ferry that ran from 
Madison Street in Seattle to 
Kirkland made its last run, and 
paddle-wheel steamers also 
stopped transporting people and 
goods from Madison Street in 
Lake Washinton to Redmond. 

In 1963, the Evergreen Point 
Floating Bridge opened with SR 
520 extending as far as 148th 
Ave NE, and in 1964, a cow path 
that led to Theno’s Dairy became 
NE 124th Street, connecting 
north Kirkland to Redmond. 
In 1966, booming traffic led 
to Redmond’s first traffic light, 
which appeared at the Leary and 
Redmond Way intersection! 

If you lived in the Redmond area 
in 1970, you were likely amazed 
that an airport was proposed 
on the 880-acre Redmond 
Watershed Preserve off Novelty 
Hill Road. Fortunately, Redmond 
residents responded with outcry 
to defeat the proposal, saving 
the park for the miles of amazing 
trails used today by walkers, 
runners, cyclists, horseback 
riders, and the preserve’s native 
inhabitants. 

It was the end of an era when the 
Redmond Railroad Depot was 
demolished in 1972. Commercial 
train traffic continued for several 
years, bringing grain to T-D 
Feeds. However, by 2010, a 
project began to remove the 
rails and develop the Redmond 
Central Connector. Meanwhile, 
after years of controversy, the 
previous rail bed to Issaquah 
became a paved 11-mile trail, and 
in 2010, the abandoned rail right 
of way to Woodinville became 
another trail project that would 
eventually join the 42 miles of 
Eastrail in East King County and 
the 30-mile Centennial Trail—all 
the way to Skagit County. 

For decades, the Sammamish 
River Trail has offered a route 
to downtown Seattle. About 
25 years ago, I took it, then 
connected with the Burke-Gilman 
Trail by bicycle to work. I only did 
it once, and only one way, since 
the trail was 32 miles, and it took 
me three hours!

Meanwhile, SR 520 was 
completed to connect with 
Avondale Rd NE; one-way streets 
in Downtown Redmond came 

and went; bridge construction 
improved the route to Kirkland 
over Rose Hill; and roundabouts 
sprouted up as we all awaited the 
arrival of East Link light rail this 
year. With its grand opening on 
May 10, we are now connected 
with Bellevue, and soon to the 
rest of the expanding Seattle 
network. 

Since Redmond was proclaimed 
the “Bicycle Capital of the 
Northwest” in 1976, more cycling 
opportunities developed for 
both leisure and commuting. 
The 47 Redmond parks and 
59 miles of trails made hiking 
and walking available to our 
growing population. Metro bus 
connections from the Redmond 
hubs—and now East Link light rail 
service—combine to complement 
the vehicle network, creating 
both economic and time-saving 
options for our expanding 
community.

Resources

Our Town, Redmond, by Nancy 
Way; RHS archives; various 
websites.

East Link light rail comes to Redmond. 
Photo: Sound Transit

Redmond Celebrates Trail Connection 
Milestone

Mayor Angela Birney will lead a ribbon cutting 
at 10:00 AM, Friday, Sept. 12, on the Redmond 
Central Connector Trail near Overlake Christian 
Church on Willows Road. This event marks 
the completion of the final 1.6 miles of the 
Redmond Central Connector Trail, connecting 
the city to the region’s 42-mile Eastrail network. 
More info: Redmond.gov

https://www.redmond.gov/1717/Redmond-Central-Connector-Trail
https://www.redmond.gov/1717/Redmond-Central-Connector-Trail
https://eastrail.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snohomish_County_Centennial_Trail
https://historylink.tours/stop/burke-gilman-trail/
https://historylink.tours/stop/burke-gilman-trail/
https://www.soundtransit.org/system-expansion/east-link-extension
https://www.redmond.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2627&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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LOCAL HISTORY

WILLOWMOOR FARM: A REVISED CHRONOLOGY, 1905–1908 

By Tom Hitzroth

In November 2023, when I began 
the process of documenting 
material for revisions to the 
landmark document for the Clise 
residence and property, part of 
that process was studying and 
balancing any new information 
with the early documentation 
collected by Marymoor Museum 
starting in 1965, as well as other 
sources I had accumulated 
over time. After spending 2023 
to the current day with a new 
assessment, I began to compare 
the documents I had acquired 
from the Marymoor Museum files 
with what I had collected.

Combing through the 
documentation, I found that the 
evidence developed at least 
40 years ago was inconsistent 
with what in fact had happened 
regarding the early Willowmoor 
Farm development. From this 
new information of how the Clise 
property developed, a different 
chronology began to emerge. 
Over time, I realized that no one 
had put together an account of 
this chronology; I had possession 
of these materials—Charles 
Clise’s (James Clise’s son) diary, 

the March 1906 property map, 
the 1908 property map, museum 
documents, and the interviews 
I had conducted from 1997–
1999—to evaluate what the facts 
might be.

The Hunting Lodge Period 
and the Willowmoor Farm 
Period have traditionally been 
considered to be two separate 
periods, one succeeding the 
other. Document review now 
shows that they occurred at the 
same time, within the 1905-to-
1907-time frame. It now appears 
that from the time Clise built 
the hunting lodge, he had 
always intended to start building 
the farm as soon as it was 
practicable. 

In 1904, James Clise purchased 
200 acres from John Tosh for 
his visits for hunting and fishing, 
and by early 1905, he had 
increased the total acreage to 
430. In the spring of 1905, he 
began construction of the first 
buildings, which were to become 
Willowmoor Farm. In December 
1905, the construction of the 
main house and the barnyard 

area was well underway. The 
March 1906 map shows that the 
hunting lodge was there, and 
27 buildings and associated 
structures had already been 
completed. By 1908, the Clise 
home (7,500 square feet) was in 
place, and the building count for 
the barnyard and surrounding 
grounds was 34; more would be 
added by 1915. 

According to this new 
information, Clise not only had 
a farm that was advanced for its 
time, but his building program 
had started much earlier than 
had been previously believed. By 
adjusting the chronology to fit 
the facts, all of Clise’s efforts to 
build a model farm in the 17 years 
he owned the property make 
more sense—and a better, clearer 
picture of farm development can 
be documented. 

In the next issue of this newsletter, 
I will describe the farm and its 
development from 1908, when 
the farm had taken shape, to 
changes in the farm by 1915, to 
the end of James Clise’s time in 
1921.
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LOCAL HISTORY  CONTINUED

Willowmoor Farm map of March 1906 showing the level of completion the farm had reached by that year. 
The orange oval indicates the hunting lodge. Source: Author’s collection

Willowmoor Farm map of 1908 showing the farm development up to that point. 
The orange oval shows the house has now replaced the hunting lodge. Source: Author’s collection
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BUSINESS MEMBER PROFILE

THE OPPORTUNITY OF COMMUNITY: PALMER’S EAST 
By Paige Norman

After growing up in the High Desert region of 
California, Thomas Wilhite moved to Washington 
in 1995 to help his cousin, who owned an Acapulco 
Fresh restaurant in Redmond. He washed dishes, 
worked at the counter, and managed the location 
while dreaming of becoming part of the Redmond 
community in a more permanent way. 

In 2000, he was able to realize his dream and 
purchased Palmer’s East. The familiar building with a 
black-awning sits in the middle of the block on Leary 
Way NE between Cleveland Street and Redmond 
Way. The building has housed two butcher markets, 
a grocery store, and several restaurants and taverns 
in its 100-year history. 

Ask Thomas about the early photos of Redmond 
hanging on the walls, and he’ll readily give you 
a tutorial on what he’s learned. “The history of 
the building got me interested in the history of 
Redmond.” 

Thomas admits he would like to travel when he 
retires, but has no idea when that will be. He 
loves Redmond and is involved in the community, 
sponsoring two Little League teams and hosting 
fundraising events. Many of his staff and customers 
have been regulars since before he owned the 
business. “When I decide I’m done being a 
restaurant owner, I’d love to be able to offer 
someone the same opportunity I had to be a 
business owner and community member.”

Palmer’s East has been a Business Member of the 
Society for more than five years. It is open 10 am 
to 1 am daily, with nightly karaoke, weekly trivia, 
and special holiday events. Outdoor seating under 
red umbrellas on the patio festively decorated with 
bright flowerpots is available, and there’s something 
for everyone (even dogs are welcome)! 

For more history on the Palmer’s East building, 
visit our blog. To become a member of Redmond 
Historical Society, visit our website at www.
redmondhistoricalsociety.org

Leary Way, c. 1925.
Photo: RHS Archives/Dean Jowers 

Palmer’s East today: “The history of the building got me 
interested in the history of Redmond,” recalls owner Thomas 

Wilhite. Photo: Patsy Rosenbach

https://www.facebook.com/PalmersEast
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/blog
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/
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MEMBERSHIP

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!
By Paige Norman

As the Summer begins its descent into Fall, don’t 
forget to renew your membership to the Redmond 
Historical Society!

Your membership allows you to enjoy benefits, 
programs, and activities, including:

•	 Our popular Saturday Speaker Series. Members 
attend for free; a $5 donation is suggested for all 
non-members.

•	 Evening Speaker Series at  the Redmond Library.
•	 Redmond Historical Society website with a 

wealth of stories about Redmond, including blog 
posts about people and current events. 

•	 The Redmond Recorder, our quarterly newsletter, 
featuring articles on Redmond’s past, current 
events, and activities. 

The Society’s commitment to the Redmond 
community is to serve through stewardship by 
collecting, preserving, and sharing Redmond’s 
unique heritage. We can only do this with the 
support of members and donors!

Your dues and any additional monetary donation 
support the continued growth of our historical 
collections, archives, and programs. This is your 
opportunity to give generously as we begin the next 
membership year. Memberships make great gifts for 
friends and family interested in Redmond history, 
and you can become a Sustaining Partner through 
annual donations in addition to your membership. 

•	 Trailblazer/Student (1 member)	 $5   
•	 Pioneer/Individual (1 member)	 $25   
•	 Homesteader/Family  (2 members)	 $40
•	 Visionary/Business 	 $250
•	 History Maker/Lifetime (1 member)	 $1,000 
•	 Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members)	 $2,000  

Becoming a member is easy!
•	 Complete the form online and pay via PayPal.
•	 Print a form from the website, or our newsletter, 

and mail with your payment to our office at 
16600 NE 80th Street, STE 122, Redmond, WA 
98052.

•	 Call our office at (425) 885–2919 and pay via 
PayPal.

Thank you for your continuing investment in the 
legacy of Redmond’s history.

PNW November, 2021. Photo: Paige Norman

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/rhs-events
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/rhs-events
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/newsletter
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/become-a-member
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/_files/ugd/916cd9_dc2e637e7d764149a74ff26ea0e4ed12.pdf 
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LOCAL HISTORY

WILLIAM H. WHITE – A LEGACY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 
Chapter 3: From Seattle to Redmond

By Paige Norman with Tom Hitzroth

This is the third installment in 
a five-part series about Justice 
William H. White, and his life 
dating from the Civil War to his 
time in Redmond, to his time as 
Washington Supreme Court Judge 
in the early 1900s.

Anti-Chinese violence broke 
out across the country in 1885, 
beginning with the Rock Springs 
Massacre in Wyoming, moving 
west to California, and eventually, 
to Seattle. Coal miners went on 
strike, asking for higher wages and 
better conditions. 

The mining companies retaliated 
by firing the miners and then 
hiring less expensive Chinese 
laborers to work their mines. 
Threats of violence and bloodshed 
intensified, and on February 7, 
1886, mobs in Seattle, Portland, 
and San Francisco attempted to 
drive Chinese workers out of town 
by forcibly removing Chinese 
families and their belongings to 
the pier. 

Local law enforcement did little 
to dissuade rioters, and violence 
continued. Judge White asked 
the Territorial Governor, Watson 
Carvosso Squire, to call out the 
militia. President Grover Cleveland 
declared martial law, which 
remained in effect until February 
22, although troops remained in 
the city several months longer. 
Judge White fought for the rights 
and freedoms of the Chinese 
families. 

Soldiers & Sailors Homestead Act Affidavit. Source: Tom Hitzroth

https://www.wyohistory.org/encyclopedia/rock-springs-massacre
https://www.wyohistory.org/encyclopedia/rock-springs-massacre
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The riots brought forth the need 
to organize a Bar Association 
for King County. A committee 
composed of Justice White and 
five other Seattle lawyers met 
to form the Washington Bar 
Association. 

In April 1884, Judge White filed 
a Soldier’s Declaratory Statement 
and paperwork for a Homestead 
claim on 153.91 acres on 

Avondale. Homestead claims 
required the applicant to reside 
on the property for a minimum 
of five years, build a dwelling, 
and clear and cultivate the land. 

White mostly spent weekends 
at the Avondale property, and 
would have traveled while 
undertaking his duties as a 
US District Attorney for the 
Washington Territory, it appears 

that he made this his home as 
he established crops and raised 
livestock. By 1889, White, his 
sister Martha, and his nephew 
Walter Fulton were living full-
time in the farmhouse.

In Chapter 4, the Judge takes a 
wife.

William H White, US Attorney Washington Territory. 
The Washington Standard July 17, 1885. Source: Dean Jowers
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MEMBERSHIP BIRTHDAYS

If you’d like us to recognize your birthday in this newsletter, please complete the information on 
your membership renewal form, or email: membership@redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

OUR SOCIETY LIFETIME MEMBERS

Deb Akerstrom
Robert Akerstrom
Sharon Freeman, Ballisty
Louise Graep Barnes
Laura Lee Bennett
David Best
John and Jay Cogan
Marjorie Costello
John Couch
Cory de Jong
*John Dixon
Sally Jo Eberhardt
Betty L. Emmanuel
Tony Emmanuel
Elaine Sween Etzler
Don and Mary Fowler
Frank Garbarino
Peggy Garbarino
Madeleine Roberts Hagen
Tom Hansen
Mary Hanson
Jerry Hardy
Chris Himes
Linda (Yoshitake) Hussey
Duane Isackson
Rosemarie Ives
Patricia Weiss Jovag

Dean Jowers
Barbara Weiss Joyce
Allen Lang
Judy Aries Lang
Judith M. Lankford
Miguel Angel Llanos
*Cheryl Strong Magnuson
*Gene Magnuson
Jon M. Magnussen
Dorothy Matsui
Lorraine Isackson Mills
Diana Morelli
Gardner Morelli
McRedmond Morelli
Panfilo Morelli
Allison Reed Morris
*Paige Roper Norman
*Russ Lewis Norman
Jackie Norris
Thaddeus Norris
Edward O’Brien
Deborah Oftebro
John Oftebro
Dale Potter
Jo Ann Potter
Bobbie Graep Rettig
*Noriko Riggleman

Dave Rockenbeck
Laurie M. Rockenbeck
Margy U. Rockenbeck
William Rockenbeck
Doris Bauer Schaible
Dick Shinstrom
Karen Snepp 
Frederick Springsteel
Karla Stalwick
Beryl Standley
John C. Stilin
Sherry B. Stilin
Larry O. Sundholm
Kris Swanson
Subhadra Terhanian
Doris Townsend
Joe Townsend
Patricia Trepanier
Roger Trepanier
Sue-Lynn Walsh
Patti Simpson Ward
Donald Glenister Watts
John Wayland
Kristina Wayland
Joanne Westlund
James Windle

An asterisk (*) indicates Family Lifetime members. A full listing of Lifetime Members,
both current and in memoriam, is available at redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

SEPTEMBER
Bill Cayford	 September 7th
James Wilhoit	 September 10th
Alexi Girsh	 September 14th
Cecilia Bordenet	 September 14th
Madeleine Roberts 
       Hagen	 September 14th
Ernestine Reasoner	 September 15th
Lyle Hanson	 September 16th
Linda McIntosh	 September 17th
Halee Turner	 September 19th
James Wilhoit	 September 22nd

Joy Blake	 September 25th
Jean Ferries	 September 27th 
OCTOBER
Cheri Fowler	 October 1st
Aru Chandorkar	 October 1st
DeAnna Gilbert	 October 2nd
Duane Isackson	 October 3rd
Mary Banks	 October 4th
Lynette Moore	 October 5th
Barth Zurkammer	 October 5th
Robert Swenson	 October 6th
John Dixon	 October 6th
Kay Humann	 October 9th
Chuck Diesen	 October 12th
Jackie Lyons	 October 16th
John Oftebro	 October 16th
Alexa Munoz	 October 18th
John DeYoung	 October 18th
Maureen Healy	 October 24th
Lorraine Isackson Mills	 October 24th
Kristina Wayland	 October 24th
Kris Swanson	 October 25th

David Costanzo	 October 28th
Tom Hitzroth	 October 30th
Linda Hohengarten	 October 30th
Barbara Ostwalt Taylor	 October 31st
Patricia Marrs	 October 31st

NOVEMBER
Sharon Terwin	 November 1st
Dean Jowers	 November 1st
Sharon Trewin	 November 1st
Mary Horabik 	 November 6th
Deb Akerstrom	 November 9th
Nancy (Harder) Perry     November 9th

Laura Lee Bennett	 November 11th
Alice Fleck	 November 11th
Donald Glenister Watts	 November 14th
Pam Yoder	 November 14th
John Gustafson	 November 16th
Pauline Olson Rice	 November 16th
Douglas Chatfield	 November 17th
Russ Norman	 November 19th

Sue Stewart	 November 23rd
Janice Korsmo	 November 25th

mailto:membership@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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MEMBERSHIP

 
 REDMOND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  
2021 MEMBERSHIP 

Every town has a history. Discover ours. 

 

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only) 

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5       
Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25       
Homesteader/Family  (2 members) $40    
Visionary/Business  $250    
History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000    
Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members)  $2,000    
 
 I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my membership. 
 
Membership Name(s): 1)          2)      

Address:            Unit #:  

City:         State:       Zip    

Phone:       Email:        

Birthdate: Member 1         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

Birthdate: Member 2         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

 Address Change      New Member     Renewal  Gift membership 
 New to Redmond  I am interested in being a volunteer 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

8345 – 154th Avenue NE  ••  Redmond, WA  98052 
You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at 

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org 
 
Beginning September 2020, The Redmond Recorder will be available via email and viewable on 
our website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org  

REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2026 MEMBERSHIP

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only)

Trailblazer/Student (1 member)	 $5	 _____________

Pioneer/Individual (1 member)	 $25	 _____________

Homesteader/Family (2 members)	 $40	 _____________

Visionary/Business	 $250	 _____________

History Maker/Lifetime (1 member)	 $1,000	 _____________

Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members)	 $2,000	 _____________

n  I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my membership.

Membership Name(s): 1)__________________________2)___________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________Unit#____________

City: ___________________________________State: ____________Zip:________________

Phone: _________________________Email: _______________________________________

Birthdate Member 1 __________________________ mm/dd/yy                (optional)

Birthdate Member 2 __________________________ mm/dd/yy                (optional)

r  Address Change	 r  New Member	 r  Renewal	 r  Gift membership

r  New to Redmond	 r  I am interested in being a volunteer

Memberships make great GIFTS for kids, grandkids, and friends.
Share the Redmond Historical Society with everyone on your list!

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

16600 NE 80th Street, STE 122, Redmond, WA 98052

You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org

The Redmond Recorder, our quarterly newsletter, is available by email and viewable
on our website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at

info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
http://info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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